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Paula Tannen Preschool 

3630 Afton Road · San Diego, CA  92123 · 858-279-3300        
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November 18, 2016                                           Parsha Vayera 
17 Cheshvan 5777                                   Light Candles 4:27 pm  

Appreciating Our Veterans 

A key element of living successfully is feeling and expressing appreciation.  This is a 

skill that needs to be taught, modeled, and put into practice for it to take root 

within each of us.  In spite of the fact that appreciating good makes us feel happier, 

it is not intuitive. 

In this light, the outpouring of programs and the interaction our children had with 

military personnel and veterans, in celebration of Veterans Day, is core to fulfilling 

Hebrew Day School’s mission.  Teaching every child to “See Hashem’s Blessings” 

and to say “thank you to all who benefit you” adds a unique dimension of meaning 

to this hallowed day.  As the photos show, our students shined in their excitement 

to be thankful for the freedom and opportunity our great country provides, and 

their ability to directly express this appreciation to those who are serving and have 

served. 

Living the Parsha 
Our students not only learned about 
Abraham and Sarah’s incredible home 
– welcoming to guests and connecting 
them to Hashem – but they hosted 
classmates and friends in our Tent of 
Abraham and Sarah, activating within 
themselves the noble character traits 
of being compassionate and merciful 
that is part of the spiritual DNA of the 
Jewish people. 
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 Calendar of Events 

Head of School: Rabbi Simcha Weiser 
rabbiweiser@hebrewday.org 

 
 

Assistant Head of School:   
Rabbi Meir Cohen 
rabbicohen@hebrewday.org  
 
 

Director of School Operations:  
Estelle Workman 
eworkman@hebrewday.org 

 
 

Director of Admissions:  
Beth Licha 
blicha@hebrewday.org  
 

Dean of Students:  
Giovanna Reinking 
giovanna.reinking@hebrewday.org 
 
 

Preschool Director: Rachel Eden 
rachel.eden@hebrewday.org 
 
 

Business Manager: Klara Lapp 
klapp@hebrewday.org 

 
 

Director of Development:  
Joyce Arovas 
jarovas@hebrewday.org 
 

 

President: 

Geoffrey Berg 

 

Members at Large:  

Josh Cohen  Iliana Glovinsky 

Moises Eilemberg Gavin Horn 

Allen Gruber  Hilary Kleinman 

Yonina Kaplan  Philip Silverman 

Michael Leeman  Yvonne Venger 

Marilyn Williams Marcia Wollner 

Missy Wrotslavsky Brian Zimmerman 

Our Administrative Team:            Board of Directors:       

  November      December 

November 21, 2016 
PRESCHOOL PICTURE DAY 
Kindergarten Thanksgiving  
Program 2 pm 
 
November 22, 2016 
DAY SCHOOL PICTURE DAY 
 
November 23, 2016 
12pm Early Dismissal 
 
November 24-25, 2016 
Thanksgiving Break - No School 
 
November 28, 2016 
Preschool Mommy and Me Class 
9:30am 

December 2, 2016 
Rosh Chodesh Assembly 1:20 pm 
 
December 4, 2016 
Chanukah Farmers Market @ Soille 
10 am 
 
December 5-12, 2016 
Scholastic Book Fair 
 
December 7, 2016 
12 noon dismissal 
Parent Teacher Conferences 1 - 7pm 
 
December 8, 2016 
No School Parent Teacher 
Conferences 8 am -5:40 pm 

December 15, 2016 
First grade President’s Play 
 
December 17, 2016 
Parents Night Out 6:30—10pm 
Childcare by 8th grade students 

 
December 19, 2016 
Early Dismissal - 12 pm 
Chanukah Extravaganza @ Kroc 
Center Dinner @ 4:30 Show @ 6pm 

 
 

For the most accurate and up to date 
calendar, please always refer to our 

website at www.hebrewday.org 
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http://www.hebrewday.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=106100&pageId=118774
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 Parshat Vayera 
OVERVIEW: Parshat VaYera  (Gen. 18 – 22) 
Three days after performing brit mila on himself, Avraham is visited by G-d. When three angels appear in human form, Avraham rushes to 
show them hospitality by bringing them into his tent, despite this being the most painful time after the operation. Sarah laughs when she 
hears from them that she will bear a son next year. G-d reveals to Avraham that He will destroy Sodom, and Avraham pleads for Sodom to 
be spared. G-d agrees that if there are fifty righteous people in Sodom He will not destroy it. Avraham "bargains" G-d down to ten righteous 
people.  However, not even ten can be found. Lot, his wife and two daughters are rescued just before sulfur and fire rain down on Sodom 
and her sister cities. Lot's wife looks back and is turned into a pillar of salt. Lot's daughters fear that as a result of the destruction there will 
be no husbands for them. They decide to get their father drunk and through him to perpetuate the human race. From the elder daughter, 
Moav is born, and from the younger, Ammon. Avraham moves to Gerar where Avimelech abducts Sarah. After G-d appears to Avimelech in 
a dream, he releases Sarah and appeases Avraham. As promised, a son, Yitzchak, is born to Sarah and Avraham. On the eighth day after the 
birth, Avraham circumcises him as commanded. Avraham makes a feast the day Yitzchak is weaned. Sarah tells Avraham to banish Hagar 
and Hagar's son Yishmael because she sees in him signs of degeneracy. Avraham is distressed at the prospect of banishing his son, but G-d 
tells him to listen to whatever Sarah tells him to do. After nearly dying of thirst in the desert, Yishmael is rescued by an angel and G-d 
promises that he will be the progenitor of a mighty nation. Avimelech enters into an alliance with Avraham when he sees that G-d is with 
him. In a tenth and final test, G-d instructs Avraham to take Yitzchak, who is now 37, and to offer him as a sacrifice. Avraham does this, in 
spite of ostensibly aborting Jewish nationhood and contradicting his life-long preaching against human sacrifice. At the last moment, G-d 
sends an angel to stop Avraham. Because of Avraham's unquestioning obedience, G-d promises him that even if the Jewish People sin, they 
will never be completely dominated by their foes. The Parsha ends with the genealogy and birth of Rivka. © 2016 Ohr Somayach 

INSIGHTS:  Wars, family dysfunction, and the danger of 
future extinction are the challenges that confront our father 
Avraham and our mother Sarah in the narrative that 
dominates this week’s Torah reading. In this era, correcting 
the past and editing personal biographies to make people’s 
lives appear perfect, serene and smooth, is especially true. 
This methodology attempts to make the subject character 
the model and prototype for others to admire and perhaps 
even imitate. 
  
Who wants to have a life of troubles, frustrations, domestic 
strife and risk of destruction – all for the sake of a noble but 
very unpopular cause? So, why would the Torah not wish to 
at least “pretty up” the story of Avraham and his family at 
least by omission if not by commission? Of course the Torah 
is the book of absolute truth and therefore brooks none of 
the human weaknesses that affect all of us when dealing – 
even in our most objective attempt – with narratives and 
biographies. 
  
The message here is that truth is the most important value 
and outweighs all other considerations. The Torah is 
determined to teach us that life, even for the greatest of 
people, is oftentimes difficult, disappointing and sometimes 
even cruel. And, that faith and commitment, goodness and 
morality are the supports that justify our very existence, no 
matter the challenges that constantly engulf human life. We 
are not bidden to emulate Avraham’s life experiences. 
Rather, we are bidden to emulate his traits of belief and 
resilience, commitment and unwavering goodness. 

  
We are taught that G-d’s seal, so to speak, is truth. Truth is 
the gift that we ask G-d to grant to Yaakov and his 
descendants. Maimonides explains to us that we are not to 
serve idols, believe in superstitions and worship the dead, 
because all of these are false, little more than a pack of lies. 
And all of that is also applicable to belief in ideologies that 
have long lost any sense of truth, as to their goals and 
certainly as to their methods and policies. 
  
Avraham sees that Sodom is to be destroyed because of its 
falseness. He recognizes that Avimelech cannot be trusted 
because he is a hypocritically false person. And Avraham 
reserves the right to serve the cause of G-d’s truth even at 
the cost, originally, of his own life, and later that of his own 
beloved son. The Talmud describes our world as being “a 
world of falseness.” Yet knowing that we inhabit a world of 
falseness is the first step towards advancing into a world of 
honesty and truth. 
  
That is what is meant by the biblical admonition to attempt 
to go in G-d’s ways, so to speak. To be aware of the 
difference between falsehood and truth is the necessary 
ingredient for intelligent life and eternal faith. Avraham’s 
difficulties in life point us towards the way of realism and 
truth. It knows no compromises or avoidances. It is 
therefore eternal. 
 Shabat Shalom.  .  Rabbi Berel Wein  © 2016  
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 The Soille Scene 

Second graders are starting a non-fiction writing unit by looking for text features in non-fiction books!  

Dreaming Big 

At a special presentation to our 8th graders, Sabra By Choice sent two representatives to speak of their experiences 

making Aliyah and serving in the IDF.  Our own alumna Rami Diamond turned up as one of the presenters, and truly 

inspired our students by sharing how her personal dream evolved and led her to Hebrew Day, Torah High, a year of 

Seminary in Israel, and on to service as a special forces soldier in the IDF.  Rami really connected with our students, 

and encouraged each one to shape a big dream which would strengthen the Jewish people.  Our thanks to the or-

ganization for an uplifting program. 
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 The Soille Scene 
That’s right, Penny War is here! This is the time of year when there 

is a tzedakah fundraising competition throughout the whole 

school. This year, we will be donating the money to One Family 

Fund in Israel ( which is a national organization for rebuilding the 

lives of Israel’s victims of terror and war ). 

There are some basic rules to this competition that you must 

follow. Each grade will have their own container which will be 

displayed every lunch near the benches outside. At this time, 

students can put coins into their containers and into other 

containers. Each coin has a different amount of points. 

Pennies = +1 pt each Dimes = -10 pts each 

Nickels = -5 pts each Quarters = - 25 pts each 

*Pennies increase a containers ( grades ) points while nickels, dimes and quarters decrease your score.* 

Along with bringing all these coins to school and raising money for tzedakah, there are prizes that will be awarded to certain 

grades. If your grade has the most pennies in your container, you will win an ice cream party! But that’s not the only prize. If 

your grade has the most points in their container after all the negative points have been tallied against the positive, you will 

win an awesome pizza party! Penny War lasts from November 15th until December 15th so get excited because the pennies 

are coming! 

Student Leadership Council 

Written by: Anna Maya 

Penny War - The Gift of Giving 
The picture above is the certificate sent to Soille Hebrew 

Day School last year upon receipt of the tzedaka money 

raised by Penny War last year.  Let's support this worthy 

recipient of our Penny War funds! All of us, preschool thru 

8th grade! Penny, nickel, dime, and quarter rolls will be 

available starting Monday at the front desk for exchange! 

First Graders Enjoy New SMARTBoard 
The first grade students in Morah Stephie Buchwald’s class 

are excitedly using their new SMARTBoard.  They are already 

practicing reading skills, learning new songs and accessing 

online topics.  The new SMARTBoard was made possible by 

the generosity of Moises Eilemberg and Sam and Meryn 

Ellis.  Morah Stephie exclaimed, “I am truly humbled and 

grateful for the extraordinary gift and for bringing my class to 

the 21st century!” 
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 The Soille Scene 

Phase 1 Goal Exceeded!  Now on to Phase 2! 

Thanks to the many matching donors and donations given in our 24-hour Phase 1, we exceeded our goal of $50,000 

and actually raised $55,808!  This total included gifts given on the www.givebutter.com/hebrewday website and gifts 

sent in directly to Hebrew Day. 

Were you unable to make a donation during our Phase 1?  Not to worry!  You can join in our Phase 2.  Our Fall       

Fundraising Campaign is still going as we seek to raise a total of $300,000 for Hebrew Day!  Go to the same website: 

www.givebutter.com/hebrewday to make a donation and write a tribute to Rabbi Hollander. 

Phase 2 will officially be launched on Tuesday, Nov. 22nd – Wed. Nov. 23rd.  Join us now! 

Ethel Adatto 
Sharon Amsalam 

Judy Beraha 
Sara Boniske 
Shauna Breskin 
Maxwell & Deborah Brookler 
Pam Broudy 
Ruth Broudy 
Shiran Bueno 
Akiva Cohen  
Celine Dujowich 
Maggy Dujowich, SPA President 
Moises Eilemberg 
Mindi Estrada 
Alison Ferry 
Livna Genchel 
Iliana Glovinsky 
Rachel Guenniche 
Sharon Hefetz 
Alysa Kaplan 
Yonina Kaplan 
Adam & Tara Klein 
Yael Levy 
Ynessa McElfresh 
Sarah Plascencia 
Bobbe Reitman 
Anya Rubin 
Noya Tal 

Yvonne Venger 
Yehudah Weisz 
Celina Zimmerman 
  
8th Grade Parent 
Volunteers: 
Jozef & Tamara Adato 
Laura Berenson 
Oranit Cleveland 
Rabbi Cohen 
Frank Darbe 
Celine Dujowich 
Cheryl Horn 
Yonina Kaplan 
Tara Klein 
Jennifer Levy 
Paula Matthews 
Leah Moryosef 
Michal Segev 
Stacey Wechsler 
 
If we have inadvertently left your name off of this list, 
please email Joyce Arovas, jarovas@hebrewday.org. 

Hat’s Off to our Extraordinary  Volunteers! 

http://www.givebutter.com/hebrewday
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 Preschool Page 
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 Preschool Page 
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 Community News 
Mazel Tov to… 
...Tzeitchem L’Shalom to Rabbi Chaim and Temi Hollander, off to Israel next week to celebrate 

the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson, and to proud parents Dr. Dani (HDS Class of 1989) and 

Rochel Hollander on the occasion of the Bar Mitzvah of their son Naftali in at the Kotel in Jeru-

salem. 

...Erika Schottland (HDS Class of 2002) on her marriage this past week to Michael Kragen and to 

proud parents Ron and Jinx Schottland and family.  

8th Grade Happenings in support of the 

8th grade trip to Israel 
THIS Sunday, November 20, 2016 

BBQ at Beth Jacob Congregation @ 5:00 p.m.  See flyer 

for details. 

 

Saturday night, December 17, 2016 

Parent’s Night Out 

6:30 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. 

Ages: Pre-K to 5th grade 

See flyer for details and to RSVP 

Delta Airline Ticket Raffle 

Raffle of two free domestic airline tickets on Delta air-

lines.  See flyer for details.  Restrictions apply. 

 

Breakfast Cart every Wednesday @ 7:30 a.m. 

Soup by the cup every Wednesday during lunch—Please 

note:  No soup this coming week 

Snack Cart every Monday and Thursday during lunch 

 

Thank you for supporting this year’s 8th grade  

Trip to Israel 

Sharleen Wollach Speaks to Hebrew Day Board of Directors 
Sharleen Wollach gave a presentation to the Hebrew Day Board of Directors at their November 
meeting.  Sharleen spoke about Legacy giving and how San Diego’s Endowment Leadership Institute 
(ELI) is a model for many other Jewish communities in the United States.  Having a strong legacy 
program ensures that future generations of San Diego Jewish children will be able to attend Hebrew 
Day and receive the same excellent Jewish and General Studies that we offer today.  
Sharleen Wollach is Vice President of Operations at the Jewish Community Foundation in San Diego. 
To learn more about leaving a Legacy Gift to Hebrew Day, contact Joyce Arovas, 
jarovas@hebrewday.org. 

Volunteer for the upcoming Chanukah 
Farmers Market 
Your Hebrew Day SPA and SPA President, Maggy 

Dujowich are planning a fun-filled, exciting Farmers  
Market on Sunday, December 4, 2016.   
  
Sign up to be a Volunteer that day and have fun while 
you are helping!  Use this link to sign up to help at one 
of the activity tables:   http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0c48a4a929a0fd0-volunteers 
You can sign up for one hour, two hour or four hour 
time slots. 
  
Date:  12/4/2016 (Sunday) 
Time:  10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  
Location:  SSDHDS  
Contact Maggy for questions:  maggy@dujowich.com 





VENDORS

Hipanama
Asbourne
San Diego
Wheatgrass
Rodan+Fields
Kurson Kosher
happEO Essential Oils
Detalles by M
Scholastic

Modest Closet
Mar Azul
Origami Owl
Chammy Factory
ChaiLights
Ear Seeds
Young Living
Krispy Kreme
+ Much More

ACTIVITIES

4
Sunday

December

Bouncy House

Spin the Dreidel Contest

Cookie Decorations

Arts n' Crafts

Face Painting

Carnival Games

Music

Photo Booth

FOOD

Burritos
Pasta
Fruit Salad

Pizza
Borekas
Salad

Hot Chocolate
Coffee
Snacks

Cold Drinks
+ More

10:00am - 2:00pm



MINESTRONE SOUP

ALSO ORDER QUARTS  

“TO  GO” 
FOR $6.  

EMAIL: 
CELINEDUJOWICH@GMAIL.COM 

THIS  
WEDNESDAY 
DURING LUNCH 
$3

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE 8TH GRADE TRIP TO ISRAEL



In support of the 8th grade trip to Israel
We thank you for your continued support

Cost:
$15 first child 
$10 siblings

$35 family max 

Includes:
pasta dinner, 

movie, popcorn, 
games, crafts, 
reading corner

Extras:
$1-Hot Chocolate
50c - Sweet Treats

Sign up sheet is with 
Vonnie at the front desk 
or email Jennifer Levy
jennirooz@yahoo.com
to reserve your space.



In support of the 
8th grade trip to Israel, 
we are happy  to announce our

AIRLINE TICKETS FOR TWO

RAFFLE
The 8th graders are currently selling raffle tickets for 
a chance to win TWO round-trip domestic Delta 
airline tickets* kindly donated by Mr. Jozef Adato. 
Raffle tickets will be sold for $5 each or 5 tickets for 
$20, and can be purchased in person through the 
8th graders and their parents. 

Raffle tickets will also be available for purchase at 
the Breakfast cart, BBQ event, Chanukah Farmers 
market, and Chanukah Extravaganza.

Payments can be in the form of cash or check.

Drawing  will take place on December 22nd before 
the break.

Good luck!

We thank you for your 
continued support.

*Each ticket is limited to 25K points and excludes holidays.



WEDNESDAYS
7:30-8:00--Day School Students
7:30-8:15--Preschool Students
French toast $1.50
Yogurt $1.50
Churros $1
Baked goods $1
Hot chocolate $1
Juice box $1
Coffee $1
Tea $1
Water bottle $1

$20 prepaid cards are available for 
sale. We keep them on file for you, 
and you can leave your cash at 
home when you shop at Coffee 
Cart!"

MONDAYS & THURSDAYS
Variety of tasty snacks

All items are sold for $1

WEDNESDAYS
A bowl of soup    $3 

Our delicious soups 
vary from week to week.

In support of the 
8th grade trip to Israel, 
we are delighted to offer 
the following:

We thank you for your continued support.
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